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THE RURAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY  

Learning programs geared to today’s rural firefighter.

Affordable. Cost-effective training and education are more 

important than ever considering today’s challenging economic environment 

and the need to retain rural volunteers. 

Flexible. The Academy’s eLearning Platform provides the flexibility to 

attend class when it’s most convenient for the student, with a six-month 

timeframe from course registration to completion. 

Rural-specific. RFA courses provide a highly valuable learning 

experience using comprehensive training materials designed to improve 

rural firefighter safety and performance. 

Self-paced. Each student has an optimal learning speed. With 

RFA’s eLearning Platform, the student sets the pace throughout the entire 

course. For example, if a student finds a course module too complex, he or 

she can review the presentation multiple times. Our goal is for the student 

to learn the material and be ready to place it into practice.

Up-to-date. Each course is developed by an industry expert and 

covers the latest information and best practices in rural firefighting.   

I completed the 
Rural Firefighting 
Operations Online 
Course and received 
my certificate in 
about 12 hours. I 
give it a Five Star 
rating!

– Firefighter Henry S, 
Alberta, Canada

The Rural Firefighting 
Academy has hit the 
nail on the head with 
the Rural Firefighting 
Operations Online 
Course!

– Assistant Chief Scott E.
Central Alaska



Fire officers. RFA’s self-paced courses are the ideal training 
solution for fire officers working with new recruits or veteran firefighters. 
From introductory- to advanced-level principles and practices, each 
course is designed to provide the latest information.

Students. Courses range from two to 20 hours in length. You’ll 
have course access online 24/7 for six months, and after successfully 
completing the course, you’ll receive a certificate to document your 
achievement. Most importantly, you’ll walk away with practical solutions 
for the issues you face and confidence to know that you are truly 
informed.

RFA’s self-paced courses are delivered exclusively online and progress is 
driven solely by the student. Courses may include books, presentations, 
pre-recorded audio, supporting articles, online learning activities, videos, 
and quizzes.  

The following self-paced eLearning courses are available for 
immediate enrollment: 

NEW courses for 2014! 

Rural Firefighting 
Operations Online 
Course
RFO-01: Self-paced
Course Length:  
20 Hours 
Cost: $249

Want to learn much 
more about effectively 
handling the day-to-day 
challenges of operating 
the small-community 
fire department? This 
program has 17 modules 
and provides essential 
information to improve the 
safety and performance 
of firefighting operations. 
It covers issues starting 
with fire department 
management, water 
supply, pre-fire planning, 
all the way to conducting 
fireground operations. 
The Rural Firefighting 
Handbook, The No-
Nonsense Guide to Small-
Community Fire Protection 
is included as the textbook 
for this course, along with 
38 pages of rural firefighting 
Standard Operating 
Procedures.

Fire Eductors 
(TurboDraft) — 
Improving Water 
Supply Series 
IWS-01: Self-paced
Course Length: 2 Hours 
Cost: $79

Are you a fire officer, 
firefighter or pump operator 
who must deliver or use 
water from draft? This 
program covers why 
a rural fire department 
should consider using fire 
eductors; the principles 
behind how they work; 
and their potential uses 
and benefits. It reviews 
a detailed process for 
fireground deployment and 
includes real-world field 
tests to prove eductors 
are an important asset in 
improving water supply 
from draft. The course uses 
PDF study materials and 
a skill sheet suitable for 
use by the department’s 
training officer for student 
evaluation in fire eductor 
deployment. This is a two-
module course.

Pressurized 
Hydrant 
Analysis — 
Improving 
Water Supply Series 
IWS-02: Self-paced
Course Length: 4 Hours 
Cost: $129 

Do you use pressurized 
fire hydrants as a water 
source for firefighting? 
Understanding a 
pressurized water supply 
system’s capability is critical 
to delivering the required 
rate of flow on any fire. This 
program reviews the myths 
and realities of operating 
pressurized hydrants. Three 
types of municipal water 
supply systems and water 
distribution piping designs 
are reviewed. Operation 
of wet- and dry-barrel fire 
hydrants and the equipment 
and procedures required 
for hydrant flow tests are 
assessed. A step-by-step 
process for converting test 
data into a hydrant-water-
curve graph is covered. This 
is a three-module course. 

Class A Foam for 
Structure Firefighting 
— Rural Firefighting 
Operations Series
RFO-02: Self-paced

Have you considered the 
use of Class A Foam for 
structure firefighting? Class 
A Foam technology has 
its roots in wildland fire 
operations, but it’s proved 
to be a revolutionary 
breakthrough in structural 
firefighting. The fire service 
has seen a lot of promising 
innovations come and go, 
but few have represented 
as significant a step 
forward in our ability to 
control structure fire in 
rural North America as the 
technology associated 
with Class A foam and 
Compressed Air Foam 

NEW courses 
available during 
the spring of 2014



Systems (CAFS). This 
course will discuss the 
concepts and fireground 
application practices of 
Class A foam, including its 
benefits and limitations for 
the structural fire service. 
The class fee includes the 
245-page course textbook, 
Class A Foam—Best 
Practice For Structure 
Firefighters. 

Note: this course is a 
prerequisite for students 
taking RFO-3, CAFS for 
Structure Firefighting.

CAFS for Structure 
Firefighting — Rural 
Firefighting Operations 
Series
RFO-03: Self-paced

Are you implementing CAFS 
for structure firefighting? 
This course covers how 
compressed air foam 
streams work on contact 
to immediately penetrate 
burning materials, to 
slow and then halt the 
combustion process. 
Learn how compressed 
air foam can absorb heat 
more efficiently, causing 
temperatures to drop more 
quickly and reduce the 
likelihood of flashover inside 
a fire compartment. Test 

data and real-world results 
comparing CAFS with water 
are covered. Friction loss of 
compressed air foam inside 
fire attack hose is reviewed, 
along with discussion on 
decision making regarding 
creating rate-of-flow SOPs 
for compressed air foam 
for the structure fire attack. 
The class fee includes the 
223-page course textbook, 
The Compressed Air Foam 
Systems Handbook. 

Enrolling in RFA classes is 
easy! Go to LiveFireTraining.
com on your computer or 
tablet. Use the link  
https://livefire.digitalchalk.com 
to log-in and review the latest 
updates to our course catalog.  

Copyright © 2014 by LFTI. Inc. RFA reserves the right to change course content, availability and pricing at our sole discretion, without notice.   

Dominic Colletti is the chief training officer and online training 
manager at the Rural Firefighting Academy. He is a former assistant 
fire chief and a fire instructor with more than two decades of 
experience leading courses and seminars on rural firefighting 
operations in North America, the United Kingdom and China. 
Dominic is the author of the second edition of The Rural Firefighting 
Handbook, The Compressed Air Foam Systems Handbook and Class 
A Foam—Best Practice For Structure Firefighters. He has served on 
National Fire Protection Association technical committees, including 
NFPA 1500 Fire Department Occupational Safety and Health.

The Rural Firefighting Academy is 
a division of the Live Fire Training 
Institute, Inc (LFTI).  LFTI was 
established in 2005 with the goal 
of providing top-quality training 
and education programs for the 
fire service. Our fire instructors 
have since developed and 
delivered state-of-the-art fire 
training and education curriculum 
around the globe.

About 
the Rural 
Firefighting 
Academy
The Rural Firefighting 

Academy’s mission 

is to provide 

highly-effective 

education for the 

small community 

firefighter, at an 

affordable price, with 

leading fire service 

instructors.

Have questions about Academy courses?  

Contact Dominic Colletti at CollettiDominic@gmail.com or 484-365-3863. 
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